Home Hardening, Defensible Space and

Central Coast Land Stewardship for Wildfire

Local history:

15000 years of Native cultural burning collides with colonization and fire suppression.

Here 1s a good article about contemporary Native cultural burners and video

Forgotten Fires by Omer Stewart 1s a great compilation of first-hand accounts of Native burning in
CA and beyond.

Current situation:

Climate change and lack of stewardship = drier vegetation and more of it

Below: Brush encroachment into coastal grasslands in the past 30+ years
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Home hardening:

-Keep vour home safe 1in a ground fire or canopy fire or ember cast fire. Video of Jack Cohen,

“godfather” of home hardening.

-Home hardening talk by Caerleon Safford, Sonoma’s Czar of Defensible space.

-Home hardening issues: vents, roofs, siding, removing “kindling”, creating a none combustible 3’
zone, decks and wood piles

-The Santa Cruz County Living with Wildfire Guide 1s a great resource for all things home
hardening

Defensible space:
-The zones: 0-5'to 30" to 100" (page 11)
-Shade fuel breaks (aka. Forested fire breaks) and horizontal spacing



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/nov/21/wildfire-prescribed-burns-california-native-americans
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-EXQ9be8mE
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Forgotten_Fires/H9qrSE1AXaUC?hl=en&gbpv=0
http://sonomamg.ucanr.edu/Firewise_Landscaping/The_Fire_Ecology_of_California/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vL_syp1ZScM
https://norcalpublicmedia.org/video/firerecoveryvideo/firesymposium-safford
https://disastersafety.org/wildfire/wildfire-ready/
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/brochures/Living_with_Wildfire_Book-RCD-CalFire_FINAL-v2-web.pdf
https://www.rcdsantacruz.org/images/brochures/Living_with_Wildfire_Book-RCD-CalFire_FINAL-v2-web.pdf
https://firesafesanmateo.org/resources/shaded-fuel-breaks#:~:text=A%20modified%20shaded%20fuel%20break,will%20NOT%20stop%20a%20wildfire.

Land stewardship tools:

-Prescribed burning

-Pile burning

-Targeted grazing

-Mechanical (saws, chipping, mastication, pulling etc.)
-Chemicals: Milestone for French broom

-Water: slowing it, sinking it and increasing it on your land

Native species:
-The good (less flammable): Oaks, Madrone, Buckeye, mowed Grasslands, gardens/ fruit trees and
succulents

-The so-so (somewhat flammable): Redwoods, large/ old Douglas fir, Manzanita

-The bad (very flammable): Knob cone pines, Monterey pines, Chamise, Bay laurel, Coyote bush
and young Douglas fir

Invasive species:.
-The ugly: French broom, Scotch broom, Pampas grass, Harding grass, Eucalyptus, Acacia, Italian
thistle, Milk thistle, Yellow star thistle

Pathogens:

-Sudden Oak Death: Bay tree removal/ Agri-fos as a prophylactic and “fire mimicry” for tree
health. Apply Agri-fos in spring or fall, twice the first year and once a year after.

(Agni-fos topical recipe: 1 gal spray mix= 620z water + 3.20z PentraBark + 620z Agri-fos. Mix in
that order)

-Pine bark beetle, Pitch canker

Solutions:
Consistency and hard work!


https://calpba.org/
file:///C:/Users/float/OneDrive/Documents/Workshops/Pile%20burning/Pile%20Burning%20in%20Sonoma%20County.docx
https://matchgraze.com/
https://santacruzpermaculture.com/2020/09/turning-fire-into-water-part-two/
https://www.corteva.us/products-and-solutions/pasture-management/milestone.html
https://santacruzpermaculture.com/2020/09/turning-fire-into-water-part-two/
https://www.calflora.org/
https://www.calflora.org/
http://forestphytophthoras.org/sites/default/files/educational_materials/Pram%2520UC%2520DavisProtecting.pdf
http://www.suddenoaklife.org/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7421.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74107.html

